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Ö Paul, writing in Romans 12:21 

We are entering a new Christian Year soon! Sunday, November 29, is the first Sunday of 
Advent and marks the beginning of the Christian Year.  It is fitting that the new year begins 
with the story of God coming into the world to save us ð the Incarnation. The prophet 
Isaiah affirmed that this child would be known as, òwonderful counselor, mighty God, ev-
erlasting Father, Prince of Peaceó (Isaiah 9:6). This last ascription, òPrince of Peaceó, is 
much on my mind these days in the wake of terrorist attacks, and ongoing war and vio-
lence around the world. 

I cannot wrap my mind around the horror of a terrorist attack ð or the hatred behind one. 
In Paris, young people enjoying a night of music in a crowded concert hall; couples, 
friends, families enjoying dinner at a sidewalk caf®; in a Beirut refugee òcampó, shopkeep-
ers, street vendors, and shoppers going about their daily business, when suddenly violence 
erupts and terror takes hold. Again. 

As followers of Christ, we grieve with the families of the victims and pray for the healing 
of the wounded. We feel the deep sadness and empathize with their excruciating pain. 
From a distance, we read the news stories and watch the reports on television or online. I 
pray that these reports still move us to tears - and to prayer. 

Many questions arise in our minds. How can this happen? Why does God allow innocent 
people to suffer? Will evil go unpunished? How can we, as followers of Christ, respond in 
ways that go beyond merely seeking retribution, even as we yearn for justice? How can we 
live Paulõs admonition ð òovercome evil with goodó? Really? Yes. 

Pope Francis has named the war on terror, òThe Third World Waró. Actually, the war on 
terror is the world war that has been going on since the beginning of the world. The vio-
lence, hatred, and terror we face today are some of many faces of evil throughout human 
history. Some in our congregation ð first responders, those who have been in military 
combat ð have seen these faces in person; and they have had to respond to protect them-
selves, others, and ultimately us. And yes, we are deeply grateful for all who seek to pro-
tect and defend.  

I never expect to find myself in physical combat ð Iõm also definitely not trained to. But 
you and I will, and do, find ourselves in a spiritual battle against evil. What the apostle 
Paul wrote to the early church holds true today: òFor our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realmsó (Ephesians 6:12).  There is a spiritual evil at work 
since the beginning of time that seeks only to òsteal and kill and destroyó (John 10:10), and 
we see it every day. As Mike Slaughter writes, òWe are fighting a spirit of hate that defies 
logic.ó (see his blog - http://mikeslaughter.com/blog/do-love-prayforparis-
prayforbeirut)  

God acted in Christ 2000 years ago to defeat this spirit of hate. And God calls you and me, 
from our kitchens and family rooms, our offices and our automobiles, our classrooms and 
exercise rooms, to continue the fight that culminated in the cross. We face a defeated but 
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not yet retreated enemy. We, the people of God, must shake off our prosperous Loudoun 
County complacent Christianity, put off the partisan politics we believe more deeply than 
the Sermon on the Mount, and take hold of the òweaponsó God provides that we may take 
up the task to which God calls ð òovercome evil with goodó.  

Paul urges, òStand firm, then with the belt of truth buckled around your waist (òGod so 
loved the worldó), with the breastplate of righteousness in place (act rightly, respond in 
love), with your feet fitted and ready with the gospel of peace, with the shield of faith 
(trust in God's methods and presence), with the helmet of salvation (ultimate victory se-
cured), and with the sword of the Spirit (God's word to guide).  And PRAY in the Spir-
itéó (Ephesians 6:14-19).  

We are called to discern and to follow the way of love, the way of faith, the way of hope; 
living with courage; responding with forgiveness; seeking to do good whenever and wher-
ever we can.  

This Advent, and in 2016, join me in living out our calling. We can do this. Together. In 
Christ. 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Jim Wishmyer 
Week before Christ the King Sunday, 2015 

+++  
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Blessed are the merciful for they will receive mercy.  

Blessed are the peacemakers  
Zcfėh\Ymėk]``ėVYėWU``YXėh\YėW\]`XfYbėcZė<cX(à 

(Matthew 5:4, 7, 9) 

ßHc&ėZ]fghėcZėU``&ė`YhėaYėUggYfhėamėZ]faėVY`]YZėh\Uhėh\Yė
only thing we have to fear is fear itself×nameless,  

unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed 
YZZcfhgėhcėWcbjYfhėfYhfYUhė]bhcėUXjUbWY(àė 

ð Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Inaugural Address, March 4, 1933   
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Special Sundays and Worship in Winter  

First Sunday of  Advent, Nov 29: Hanging of  the Greens  

The beginning of Advent marks the start of the Church-Year, as we begin preparing for the 
coming of our Savior at Christmas.  As a change this year, we will observe the òHanging of 
the Greensó during Sunday morning worship, at each service.   

Second Sunday of  Advent, Dec 9: Communion Sunday  

This will be the first communion service of the new church year that started with Advent.  
Prepare your hearts for the coming King! 

Third Sunday of  Advent, Dec 13: Christmas Pageant  

òA King is Coming to Townó- A Christmas Musical , durinbg 9:45 & 11:00 AM Worship  
Presented by the children of LUMC 

Blue Christmas Service, Friday Dec 18,  7:00 pm  

This service of comfort and healing will include quiet music, scripture, and a time of prayer.  
If you find that Christmas is a difficult time of the year because of the death of a loved one, 
the loss of a job, divorce, or for some other reason, recent or past, you are invited to share in 
an ecumenical service of worship that honors your pain and claims Godõs ever-present com-
fort, healing and love.  

Fourth Sunday of  Advent, Dec 20: Choir Cantata  

The Chancel Choir will be singing this yearõs cantata selection, òChristmas Dreamsó on De-
cember 20th at the 8:30 and 11 am worship services.  Please join us for this special holiday 
music. 

Christmas Eve, Dec 24:  Worship Services  

Noon Traditional Lessons & Carols, Holy Communion 

3:00 pm Childrenõs Worship, òCandle lightingó with tea lights  

5:00 pm Childrenõs Worship òCandle lightingó with tea lights  

7:00 pm Contemporary Lessons & Carols; Holy Communion; Candle lighting 

       11:00 pm Traditional Lessons & Carols; Holy Communion; Candle lighting 

First Sunday after Christmas, Dec 27:  

One Worship Service at 10am with a guest preacher.  No Sunday School 

Epiphany Sunday, Jan 3: Wesley Covenant Service  

Baptism of  Our Lord, Jan 9: Leadership Consecration  

òA King is 

Coming to 

Townó- A 

Christmas  

Musical  

Dec 13,  9:45 

& 11:00 AM 

Worship  
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Current Sermon Series  

òChristmas Through Cinemaó 

November 22 Christ the King Sunday 
  òPlans Gone Awry ð Christmas Vacationó ð Romans 8:26-28; 38-39 

November 29 First Sunday of Advent 
  òFinding and Sharing Hope ð Itõs a Wonderful Life!ó ð Galatians 6:2; Hebrews 13:1-3 

December 6 Second Sunday of Advent ð Holy Communion 
  òSharing Peace ð Miracle on 34th Streetó Hebrews 11:1; Matthew 25:35-36 

December 13 Third Sunday of Advent  ð Childrenõs Pageant 
  òJoy!  How Christmas Changed the Grinchó ð Luke1:78-79; Ephesians 4:26-32 

December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
  òLove Wins ð Elfó ð Luke 18:15-17; Galatians 5:22-23 

December 24 Christmas Eve 
  òThe Great Reversal ð A Christmas Caroló ð Luke 2:6-7 

December 27 First Sunday of Christmas (Guest Preacher) 
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Jan 17: Stewardship Witness  

Jan 24:  Stewardship Consecration Sunday  

Save the Date!  Fellowship Brunch follows each worship service.   

Feb 7:  Souper/Super Sunday  

Our youth will be using large soup pots to collect cash donations for Loudoun Interfaith Re-
lief for the òSouper Bowl of Caringó before/between the worship services.  They will also be 
making and delivering sub sandwiches that you have ordered for this òSuper Bowló Sunday.  
(Proceeds from the sub sale support the Youth S.P.Y. mission trip.  Watch for ordering information closer 
to time.) 

Ash Wednesday, Feb 10:  7:30 pm Worship  

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent, when we prepare ourselves to 
greet our risen Lord on Easter Sunday.  Join us for worship to mark the beginning of this 
journey. 

First Sunday in Lent, Feb 14  

Our special Lenten offerings (and the special Easter offering) will go to support òouró mis-
sionaries. 
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The LUMC Altar Guild is planning flowers and greens to adorn the church for the 
Christmas Season.  There will be poinsettias along with other flowers, greens and 
wreaths.  If you wish to make a contribution to this project in honor or in memory of a 
loved one, each will be listed in the church bulletin on Sunday, December 20, and in 
the Christmas Eve bulletins.  Use the form below and deposit in the Altar Guild mail 
box no later than Sunday, December 13.  Checks should be made payable to  
òLUMCó.  The amount is at your discretion. 

 

In Honor  
of:__________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory 
of:__________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by:_____________________________________________________ 

 

 All information will appear in the bulletin as you word it on this form.   

 

Your Name:____________________________  
 

Telephone:_____________________________ 

Christmas Flowers  



Winchester District -Haiti Mission  

Partnership  
We are entering the 4th year of our four-year mission partnership and currently have two teams 
scheduled from the Winchester District. The first, led by our pastor, Rev. Jim Wishmyer, 
leaves on Monday, February 22, and returns on Wednesday, March 2.  A second team, led by 
Rev. Jack Martin, will leave April 22 and return April 30.  

The work of international missions involves many activities and results in numerous blessings! 
We do light construction, help with the medical/dental clinic, work with sewing and crochet-
ing, farming, evening worship and bible study, continuing education with the school teachers, 
lay pastor training, Vacation Bible School ð and VBS training for the Haitian church, visiting in 
the community, soccer and other games, and much more!  

This said, our primary mission is building relationships with our sisters and brothers in Christ 
and building up the Haitian Methodist Church; our primary means are relational, medical, edu-
cational, and community development. Whatever your specific skill or ability ð or lack thereof 
ð God can use you to build relationships!  

If you are sensing a nudge of the Spirit, please contact Pastor Jim for more details. 
540.429.5504, jim@leesburgumc.org 

(Previous LUMC missioners to Haiti ð JJ Jones, Noel Shatananda, Barb Cline, Gary Cline, Dwight Ston-
erook, Becky Costello) 

 

Loudoun  

Interfaith  

Relief  

Wish List  

Items  

Canned Meats  
(tuna or chicken) 

Mac and Cheese 

Peanut Butter 

Hearty Soups 

100% Juice 

Cereal 

Sign-up to ring the bell for just 
one hour - outside the "old" Giant 
on Market St. Fridays and Satur-

days through Christmas Eve 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050949aea62ea75-salvation1  
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Advent Prayer Breakfast  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and prepare your  

hearts, minds, and souls  

for the true gift of Advent!  

All are welcome to enjoy to food, fellowship,  
and music. Please bring a dish to share. 

Saturday, 5 December 2015 
9-11 am , Asbury Hall 

Contact Betsy Creamer with  questions at 703-777-4009.   
To reserve childcare, contact Heather Gonzalez at heather-
gonzalez99@yahoo.com . 

Candy Caning: Nov. 29  
A fun and easy way to support our youth as they seek to 
earn funds for retreats and their summer mission trip is to 
have a friend Candy Caned!  For a small donation, you can 
spread some Christmas Joy around Leesburg and help send 
kids to retreats and SPY.  Candy Caning season runs 
through Christmas.  Watch for details on how to order in 
the Weekly Info. 



Archives Displays  
This year's Advent exhibit in the Archives Display case in 
Wesley Hall showcases ChrismonsÊ.   Take time to visit 
the display and learn about the history and meaning of 
ChrismonsÊ and the history of ChrismonsÊ at LUMC.  
For over forty years LUMC has had a ChrismonÊ tree in 
the sanctuary.  Thanks to Reverend Clifford L. East, Jr. 
who made the first ChrismonsÊ for LUMC during his ap-
pointment here from 1969 - 1973.  

The Archives Committee has featured LUMC Memorials in 
the Wesley Hall display case in the last couple of months.  
LUMC is very fortunate to have such generous people who 
have donated money for many areas of our church includ-
ing music, worship, library, technology,  furnishings, land-
scape, missions and building improvements.  They are in-
deed a valuable financial asset and a meaningful way to re-
member our families and friends. 

The Archives Committee thanks the following people for 
sharing their family Bibles for the summer exhibit: Jim 
Craun, Lee Gladwin, Margaret Good, Bill Harrison, Wal-
ter Halfmann, and Rachel Shatananda. 

Coming in the first quarter of 2015 will be an exhibit about 
the growing church building through the years. 
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Holiday Cookie Sale  
 

 

 

 

 

 

COOKIES, BARS, TINS, & TREATS 
WESLEY HALL, December 6, 2015 

Holiday cookies, bars, and treats made with love by the 
United Methodist Women will be for sale in Wesley Hall 
following each service Sunday, December 6. Stock up and 
freeze a few for impromptu holiday guests and gifts. 
(Donations for the sale should be brought to Asbury Hall 
on Saturday, December 5.) 
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Club45 Recycling Project  
As part of a mission lesson on the importance of recycling, 
Club45 (our Junior Youth Group for 4th and 5th graders) 
will be collecting GoGoSqueeZ applesauce pouches.  We 
need your help!    

GoGoSqueeZ is a popular healthy snack option for children 
of all ages.  Encourage friends and family to save their 
pouches (no need to wash) and bring them to the Club45 
collection bins in Asbury Hall or Wesley Hall.  Please note 
that we are only collecting GoGoSqueeZ (and off-brand 
GoGoSqueeZ) at this time.  This is not a collection of other 
recyclable items.   

Working through Terra Cycle, 
Club45 will earn cash back 
for GoGoSqueeZ contribu-
tions.  The money raised will be 
donated to the Smashing Walnuts 
Foundation for childhood can-
cer.  Thank you for your support 
of this project and the kids of 
Club45! 

Family Bingo Night  

Friday, January 22 @ 6 PM Asbury Hall  
Bring the kids, bring the grandkids, bring friends to Family 
Bingo Night at LUMC!  Gather in Asbury Hall on Friday, 
January 22 at 6:00 PM for pizza and multiple rounds of this 
all-time favorite game.  Save the date! 
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Grab & Go Lunch  

Sunday, March 6,  
Asbury Hall  

Chili 
Brunswick Stew 
Corn Muffins 

 
Pick up a quart or two of 
homemade chili or Bruns-
wick stew and corn muf-
fins in Asbury Hall after 
each service Sunday, March 6, 2016, in exchange for a free 
will offering. All proceeds benefit worldwide and local 
United Methodist Women missions that support women, 
children and youth including scholarships for Great Begin-
ning Preschool and LUMC youth SPY Trip. Contact your 
circle chair if you'd like to make chili, stew, or corn muf-
fins.   

Youth Winter Retreat  
February 12 -15, 2016  

Shrove Tuesday  

Pancake Supper!  
Tuesday, February 9,   

Seating available from 5 pmñ7pm 

Pancakes, sausage, juice, milk,   

$5 per person,   

Let our Youth wait on you and  
support their Mission Trip! 



three from Leesburg Presbyterian Church, and four from 
LUMC.  Pete Ross and Judy Craun also attended leader 
training in 2014. Pete Ross assisted in the fourth class for 
Stephen Ministry; Judy Craun oversees the PACE ministry.  

If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, we 
plan to conduct a 50-hour Stephen Ministry class in 2016. 
Contact the pastor, Wayne Reynolds, Lou Gard, or Pete 
Ross.  (Note: Stephen ministers are asked to make a two-year 
commitment to serve; however, with continuing education classes, a 
Stephen Minister can serve indefinitely.) 

If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Leader, please 
contact Wayne Reynolds for complete information. 

If you are interested in having a Stephen Minister, or know 
someone who may need this caring ministry, please contact 
the pastor or a Stephen Leader.   

History of Stephen  

Ministry at LUMC  
(If you are unfamiliar with Steph Ministry, brochures 
explaining this program are available in the Stephen 

Ministry mailbox by the church office.) 

Stephen Ministry at LUMC began in January 2002, when 
Susan Duff and Wayne Reynolds attended Stephen ministry 
leader training in Orlando Florida. At the conclusion of this 
training they became Stephen leaders at LUMC, and our 
program was on its way! 

The Rev. Sid Stewart was the associate pastor at that time, 
and a trained Stephen leader. She organized the first Ste-
phen ministry class at LUMC in March 2002, with herself, 
Susan, and Wayne as leaders. Ten people were enrolled in 
that class, and after the 50-hour Stephen Minister training 
they were commissioned in June 2002. Manny immediately 
began a confidential, caring relationship with members of 
our congregation as their care receivers. 

In August 2003, Lou Legard, a member of the first class, 
attended Stephen Ministry leader training in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and became the third Stephen leader at 
LUMC. 

In 2005 another Stephen ministry class was formed, with 
eight enrolled.  Lou Legard and Wayne Reynolds were the 
leaders (Susan Duff had moved to Illinois). At the conclu-
sion of the 50 hours of training, six LUMC members were 
commissioned in April, and most were assigned care re-
ceivers.  (Several in this class were from other United 
Methodist churches not large enough to have this training ð 
one was commissioned at Mount Olivet UMC in Lovetts-
ville, and two were commissioned at Bethel UMC in War-
renton). 

In January 2009, the Rev. Martha Spigener attended Ste-
phen ministry leader training in Orlando, Florida and be-
came a Stephen leader.  In March 2009 the third Stephen 
ministry class was formed with four students from LUMC 
and one from Evergreen UMC. Pastor Martha, Lou, and 
Wayne were the leaders. At the conclusion of the training, 
this class was commissioned in September.  

In February 2014 another Stephen ministry class was start-
ed. The students included two from Round Hill UMC, 
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Stephen Ministers trained at LUMC:  

2002 Class: Frank Gasperini (now at Leesburg 
Presbyterian), Gerry Horner (moved to North Carolina), 
Mary Fran Jack, Lou Legard, Letty Mallory, Linda  
McMurer (moved to North Carolina), Don Middleton, 
Carolyn Reynolds, Diane Saunders, Gene Zucker. 

2005 Class: Shirley Bailey (moved to California), Libby 
Born (Bethel ð Warrenton), Kirk Herdman, Elaine Hawn, 
Tom Davis (Bethel ð Warrenton), David Titus (moved to 
Williamsburg), Sandy Rose, Cindy Riehl, (Mount Olivet ð 
Lovettsville) 

2009 Class: Susie Simpson, Stacy Richister, Missy Warner, 
Joyce Zucker, Sandra Van Roekel, ( Evergreen UMC) 

2014 Class: J Jones, Judy Reavis, Bill Wanless, Sharon Hill, 
Beverly OõToole Glenda Pearsall, Florence OõHey, Rebecca 
Caprio, Beth Shockley, Kristin Bendien, Terry Kingsley. 

Stephen Ministers trained at other churches: Susan 
Pixley, Amy Hildreth, Don Olds, Darcy Raines. 



PACE Ministry  
PACE Ministers are called Lay Ministers or Lay Pastors  in 
other parts of the country, but we are all under the same 
umbrella of the international group of Lay Pastors Ministry, 
Inc. One of their Board members shared an article on how 
to make better connections with our ministry. I thought it 
was very special and wanted to also share it with you.  

òMaking a Connectionó By Marie Parma, Montgomery, 
AL, LPMI Board Member and Regional Director 

One of our shepherds in Lay Ministry showed me the 
page and remarked, òthis is a good reminder of what we, 
as Lay Ministers, are asked to do.ó Here are a few of the 
suggestions lifted out of that article.   

Talk. Listen. Reach out. Share your love. Show your 
appreciation. Live in the present. Forgive. Be a friend. 
Lift others up. Share joy. Hold your tongue. Thank 
God. Spread decency. Earn respect. Honor commit-
ment. Open your heart. Sympathize. Empathize. Spread 
kindness. Make a difference. Make time. Give encour-
agement. Temper your words. Take time. Know what 
matters. Do whatõs right. Share goodness. Set an exam-
ple. Give compliments. Show compassion. Think posi-
tively. Wish someone well. Be honest. Cherish diversi-
ty. Inspire. Lend a hand. Lend an ear. Be helpful. Be 
considerate. Hear both sides. Try to understand. Smile. 
Enlighten. Love others. Hope. Laugh with your whole 
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Valentine's Treats for 

INOVA  
On February 14, 2016, the United Methodist Women will 
once again deliver treats to the staff at Loudoun INOVA. 
Each circle will be responsible for assigned donations. 
Please check with your circle chairs if you'd like to contrib-
ute or if you'd like to assemble and deliver treats to the 
hospital on Valentine's Day.  

heart. Bring joy to others. Look around. Enjoy the sim-
ple things. Care. Relate to a friend. Be humane. Be real. 
Cherish life. Be kind. Face your fears. Be a better you. 

Now thatõs a list!  Pace Ministers/Lay Pastors in many 
churches are making caring connections in their congre-
gations. It is a special feeling to have someone from the 
church call just to see how you are éto pray for youé 
to send a note of encouragement. 

When I was convalescing from a broken ankle several 
years ago. I received many of those òcaring connec-
tions.ó It made me more aware than ever of the im-
portance of little act of kindness that make such a differ-
ence. I am so happy to be a part of a ministry that makes 
caring connections a priority.  

Hurray Marie! Wow, what a list of positive words and 
phrases. I wish we had seen this during our Visioning pro-
cess when we were trying to come up with similar 
thoughts.  

PACE would welcome anyone who would like to join us in 
this very connectional ministry. Please call Judy Craun at 
703-399-6668 for more information or if you would like to 
sign up to have a PACE Minister..  

To God Be The Glory!    
Judy K Craun, Lay Pastoral Care Coordinator 


